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MEMORANDUM FOR MR, BUNDY 
| SUBJECT: Cuba 


I was very happy to see the Presidential instructions on the 

| Cuban negotiations, I agree that it is terribly important not to 
allow the Soviets to chop away at the fundamental U.S. interes: 
which I would deacribe as a refusal by us to accept in any forr: an 
extension of Soviet strategic military power in this Hemlapher::, 
The political and economic intrusion of Soviet influence into Cuba 

! i8 ἃ matter that we can deal with over a longer period of time and 
by essentially non-military means; but the use of the Island as a 
forward Soviet strategic base is something we cannot tolerate. 


If this concept could be brought home to the Soviets ds 
harshly as possible, we-might avoid being dragged into a haggle 
over what constitutes "offensive weapons systems."' There may 
even be value in leaving: some doubt in the Soviet mind about the 
point at which we would react again to their activities in Cuba, 
Piovided the doubt was on the side of over-estimation. 


I would think that this point would have to be made to the 
Soviets at all levels of communication, although I realize that the 
first step is the one you have already taken, i.e. hardening our 
attitude in official negotiations. Once we have the first Sovict 
diplomatic reaction, however, you might consider getting the mes- 
Sage repeated to them through other channels. Among these might 
be a press backgrounder by you and a talk by Bobby to whomever 
he knows in the Soviet community, 


Here, as in most dealings with them, much more can be 

gotten from the Soviets in substance than in form. Dickering over 
hardware permits them te chip away at our position and probably 
has a bad political effect both here and in the Soviet Union. A clear 

. statement of what we want in substance would give us, I think, more 
flexibility in deciding at what point we wanted to make a strong reaction. 
It also has the advantage of keeping the nature of our guarantee recip- 
‘rocally flexible, i.e. the guarantee not to invade Cuba operates only 
80 long as there ia no Soviet strategic presence there, 
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The Cuban Missile Crisis Revisited: An International Collection of Documents, from the Bay of 
Pigs to the Brink of Nuclear War reproduces a comprehensive collection of records from the 
archives of the three key governments involved in the most dangerous confrontation of the Cold 
war. Declassified records from the United States, Russia and Cuba significantly advance analysis 
of the historical foundations of the missile crisis, the policy calculations and considerations of 
President John F. Kennedy and premiers Nikita Khrushchev and Fidel Castro, and the overt and 
covert military and paramilitary operations that combined to bring the world to the threshold of a 
nuclear exchange. Topics extensively covered in the documentation include the failed U.S.-led 
invasion at the Bay of Pigs, renewed attempts to overthrow Castro through Operation Mongoose 
and Operation Northwoods, U.S. military contingency planning for conflict with Cuba, naval 
warfare, Soviet and Cuban decision making and communications during the crisis, and the 
repercussions for U.S.-Soviet relations, and Soviet-Cuban relations in its aftermath. Materials 
were identified, obtained, assembled and indexed by the National Security Archive, a non-profit 
Washington D.C. based research institute and library. The microfiche collection is accompanied 
by a printed guide and index. 


Arrangement of Information on the Microfiche: 

The documents are arranged in chronological order within classes of documents. A unique 
identification number is assigned to each document. Each new document begins a new line on the 
microfiche. 


Microfiche Numbering: 
The unique identification numbers assigned to the documents are listed in the top right-hand 
corner of the microfiche header. 
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24 x nominal reduction 


Copyright: 
This finding aid is in copyright and reproduction of individual pages for purposes other than for 
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